FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR FINANCIAL YEAR
APRIL 2016 – MARCH 2017

SECTION 1
EXPENDITURE EXCEEDING £100

ALL EXPENDITURE (INCLUDING EXPENDITURE OVER £100)
INCURRED BY THE PARISH COUNCIL BETWEEN APRIL 2016 AND
MARCH 2017 IS REPORTED IN THE MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL
MEETINGS PUBLISHED DURING THIS PERIOD

SECTION 2
ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2017
(APRIL 2016 – MARCH 2017)

HEVERSHAM PARISH COUNCIL
ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2016/2017
The accounting statements for the financial year 2016/17 are unaudited by
the external auditor and are subject to change.
Signed
Malcolm Richardson
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
19 June 2017

APPENDIX 6
Councils' Accounts: A Summary of Electors' Rights
The basic position
By law any person interested has the right to inspect a smatler authority's accounts. lf you are entitted and
registered to vote in [oca[ counci[ etections then you (or your representative) atso have the right to ask the
appointed auditor questions about the smatler authority's accounts or object to an item of account contained
within them.
The right

to inspect the occounts

When your smatter authority has finalised its accounts for the previous financial year it must make them
avaitabte for inspection. Smatter authorities must tetl the pubtic inctuding advertising this on the'ir websjte
that the accounts and retated documents are avaitabte to inspect. You then have 30 working days to look
through the accounting statements in the annua[ return and any supporting documents. The 30 day period
must include a common period of inspection, the first 10 working days of Juty during which att smatler
authorities accounts are avaitabte to inspect. This witt be 3-14 Juty 2017 for 2016117 accounts. By
arrangement you witl. be abte to inspect and make copies of the accounts and the retevant documents. You
may have to pay a copying charge.

The right to ask the ouditor questions about the occounts
You can onty ask the appointed auditor questions about the accounts. The auditor does not have to answer
questions about the smatter authority's poticies, finances, procedures or anything else not retated to the
accounts. Your question must be about the accounts for the financial year just ended. The auditor does not
have to say whether they think something the smatter authority has done, or an item in its accounts, is [awful
or reasonable. You can only ask the auditor questions during the period for the exercise of pubtic rights.
The right to object to the accounts
lf you think that the smatter authority has spent money that they shoutdn't have, or that someone has caused
a loss to the smatter authority detiberately or by behaving irresponsibly, you can object to an item of account
by sending a formal 'notice of objection' to the auditor, to the address betow. The notice must be in writing.
ln it you must tetI the auditor why you are objecting and what you want the auditor to do about it. The
auditor must reach a decision on your objection. lf you are not happy with that decision, you can appeal to the
courts.

if you think that there is something in the accounts that the auditor shoutd discuss with
the smatler authority or tett the pubtic about in a 'pubtic interest report'. You must give your reasons in
writing to the auditor at the address betow and send a copy to the smatter authority no later than the end of
the period for the exercise of pubtic rights. The auditor must then decide whether to take any action. The
auditor does not have to, but usuatty witt, give reasons for their decision and you cannot appeal to the courts.
You may atso object

You may not use this 'right to object' to make a personal comptaint or ctaim against your smatter authority.
You shoutd take these comptaints to your [oca[ Citizens' Advice Bureau, [oca[ Law Centre or a soticitor.

Whot else you can do
lnstead of objecting, you can give the auditor information that is retevant to their responsibilities. For
exampte, you can simpty tett the auditor if you think that something is wrong with the accounts or about waste
and inefficiency in the way the smatter authority runs its services. You do not have to fottow any set time
limits or procedures. The auditor does not have to give you a detaited report of their investigation, but they
witt usuatty tetl you the outcome.
A finol word
Smaller authorities, and so [oca[ taxpayers, must meet the costs of deating with questions and objections. ln
deciding whether to take your objection forward further, one of a series of factors the auditor must take into
account is the costs that witt be invotved. They wiLl, onty continue with the objection if it is in the publ.ic
interest to do so. lf you appea[ to the courts, against an auditor's decision, you witt have to pay for the action

yoursetf.

For more detaited guidance on etectors' rights and the special powers of auditors, copies of the pubtication
Local Authority Accounts - a guide to your righfs are availabte from the National Audit Office's website.

lf you wish to contact your smatter authority's appointed external auditor ptease write
House, Maritime Watk, Ocean Vittage, Southampton, Hampshire SO14 3TL.

to:

BDO LLP, Arcadia

Section 1 - Annual governance statement 2016117
We acknowledge as the members of:
Enter name of

'

smaller authority here:

f*crsx 6*r..lc.*

{te...{<€.{tr*t.r.

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including the
preparation of the accounting statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief,
with respect to the accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2017, that:

'

1.

We have put in place arrangements for

effective
the

financial management during the year, and for
preparation of the accounting statements.

2.

We maintained an adequate systenr of internal control,
including measures designed to prevent and
fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

detect

3.

We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that
there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance
with laws, regulations ancl proper practices that
have a significant financial effect on the ability of this
smaller authority to conduct its business or on
its finances.

/

We provided proper opportunity during the year for the
exercise of electors' rights in accordance with
requirements of the Accounts and Audit

1
V

the
Regulations.

5.

made proper arrangements and accepted
responsibility for safeguarding the public money
and resources in its charge.

{

could

4.

prepared its accounting statements in
accordance with the Accounts and
Audii Regulations.

,{

.

during the year gave all persons interested the
opportunity to inspect and ask questions aboui
this authority's accounts.

We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
smaller authority and took appropriate steps to
those risks, including the introduction of internal controls
and/or external insurance cover where required.

considered the financial and other risks it faces
and has dealt with them properly.

We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent
of the financial controls and procedures, to give
an objective view on whether internal controls
meet the needs of this smaller authority.

manage /
{

6.

accounting

7.

9.

/
.

in

/
,l

responded to matters brought to its attention by
internal and external audit.

We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occuning
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
smaller authority and, where appropriate have included
them in the accounting staiements.

either
i
this f

disclosed everything it should have about
its business activity during the year
including events taking place after the year-end
if relevant.

(For local councils only) Trust funds including charitable.
ln our capacily as the sole managing trustee we
discharged our accountability responsibilities for
fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and,
required, independent examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where it is a
sole managing trustee of a local trust or trusts.

We took appropriate action on all matters raised
reports from internal and external

audit.

B.

has only done what it has the iegal power to do
and has complied with proper practices
in doing so.

the
if

This annual governance statement is approved by this
smaller authority on:

rg /os l

Signed by Chair at meeting where approval is given:

a-r

and recorded as minute reference:

Sr.

/

I

i*'h-,--r-7."/
Clerk:
r,

hr (tr\

l\

.;t
'W-f-r-'ro"

-

"Note: Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each'No' response. Describe how this smaller
aLrthority will address the weaknesses identified.
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